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Dear parents, teachers, and 
administrators,  

We hope you’ll virtually visit the 
Rockville Centre Public Library 
this summer!  Children of all 
ages from birth to high school 
are welcome to be part of our 
summer activities. 

Start the countdown to fun 
on Thursday, June 18 at 2pm 
with the silly, slapstick fun of 
Jester Jim’s Virtual Comedy 
Show.  Beginning that same day, 
sign up for our online summer 
reading program to record your 
books, too!

Our building may be closed, 
but we remain as dedicated as 
ever to bringing you and your 
family the literary, educational, 
and entertainment resources 
you need.  Simply stop by 
rvclibrary. org to enjoy everything 
the library has to offer.

Your Youth Services Librarians

your
story

imagine

https://rvclibrary.org


summer
reading

tips for
arents

Get started by getting carded
Library cards are free for all ages and open 
the door to a world of wonder.  Didn’t get a 
chance to sign up for one before we had to 
close?  Visit rvclibrary.org to learn how you 
can sign up for a digital library card!

Join our (online) summer reading 
program
All ages (yes, even babies!) welcome and 
encouraged – the more the merrier!  
The fun begins Thursday, June 18 with the 
Jester Jim Virtual Comedy Show.  Then log 
on to our website, register, and start your 
reading record.

Take it outside
Read aloud with your child every day.  Make 
it fun by reading outdoors – on the porch, 
patio, or at the beach or park.

Reverse roles
Have your children read aloud to you, 
whether they are just learning to read or 
have been reading for years.

Take the lead…read!
Your child is watching your every move – 
set a good example and be sure to get 
“caught” reading. 

Books, books and more books!
Having books throughout your house (in the 

bedrooms, kitchen, family room, and even 
the bathroom) sends a strong message 
that you value reading.

Think outside the book
Newspapers, magazines, graphic novels, 
and comics count as reading.  Let your 
children choose any reading material that 
interests them.

Listen up
Check out our huge collection of audiobooks 
on Libby and Overdrive – your choices 
download right to your device.  They’re 
great for road trips, sick days, or quiet time.

eBooks are not only available, they’re 
FREE
Don’t let our building closure limit your 
options!  You can download free eBooks and 
magazines to your Kindle, iPad, or mobile 
device through our Libby, Overdrive, Zinio, 
RBDigital, and Flipster online services.

The RVC Library is here for you!
Stop by our website and take a look at all 
of our virtual services – we offer engaging 
reading programs and fun activities for 
all ages throughout the summer. Have 
questions?  Try our new live chat widget!

https://rvclibrary.org


summer
reading

how it
works

1. Summer reading is for everyone!  Babies, preschoolers, 
school-age kids, and high schoolers can join.  Register 
at rvclibrary.org beginning Thursday, June 18.

2. Read every day – it’s fun!

3. Pick titles from the lists on the following pages or 
check out your own favorites.  Read what you like!

4. Log your reading on our new online portal, complete 
missions, and earn badges.  Try our suggestions for 
celebrating your reading accomplishments at home.

5. Keep an eye on our website for information about when 
we might be reopening.

https://rvclibrary.org


Biscuit series by Alyssa Satin Capucilli   
(Easy Reader) Woof! Follow everyone’s favorite 
little yellow puppy on all of his adventures. 
 
Clever Concepts series by Jane Brocket 
(Nonfiction) With this series’ stunning 
photography and rich vocabulary, readers can 
explore senses, shapes, patterns, and more. 
 
Counting on Katherine, by Helaine Becker 
(Illustrated Fiction) Katherine Johnson’s love of 
math as a little girl led her to a groundbreaking 
career at NASA, where her skill helped save the 
lives of the imperiled Apollo 13 astronauts. 
 
Flip-a-Word series by Harriet Ziefert  
(Easy Reader) Flip the pages to make silly rhymes. 
 
Goodnight, Anne by Kallie George 
(Picture Book) It’s the beloved Anne of Green 
Gables for young readers!  It's time for Anne to 
go to bed, but not before she says goodnight to 
everyone and everything she loves. 
 
Hello Lighthouse by Sophie Blackall 
(Picture Book) Watch seasons pass as the wind 
blows, the fog rolls in, and icebergs drift by. 
Step back in time and through the lighthouse’s 
door in this 2019 Caldecott Medal winner. 
 
Here Comes Mother Goose edited by Iona Opie 
(Nursery Rhymes) An introduction to classic 
nursery rhymes.  Also try Opie’s My Very First 
Mother Goose. 
 
Little Princess series by Tony Ross 
(Picture Book) Kids will empathize with a 
princess who wants a birthday every day and 
snow in the summer. 
 
Me…Jane by Patrick McDonnell  
(Picture Book Biography) Young Jane Goodall 
observes nature, reads Tarzan books, and grows 
up to be a famous zoologist. 
 
NatGeo Kids Pre-Readers series by various authors 
(Easy Reader) In Peek, Otter!, Hoot, Owl!, and 

many others, fledgling readers will enjoy 
beautiful photographs as they learn about their 
favorite animals. 
 
The Old Truck by Jarrett Pumphrey 
(Picture Book) A girl dreams of the rusted old 
truck at the back of her family’s farm.  When 
she becomes an adult, she begins to restore it. 
 
Raindrops Roll by April Pulley Sayre 
(Picture Book) Discover the magic and science 
behind spring flowers with simple verses and 
outstanding photography.  Enjoy the other seasons: 
Bloom Boom, Full of Fall, and Best in Snow. 
 
Red Sky at Night by Elly MacKay 
(Picture Book) It’s a sailor’s delight!  Learn 
many timeless weather sayings. 
 
School’s First Day of School by Adam Rex 
(Picture Book) Everyone's just a little nervous 
on the first day of school, including the school 
building itself! 
 
Sofia Valdez, Future Prez by Andrea Beaty 
(Picture Book) When her abuelo is hurt at the 
local landfill, Sofia is determined to transform it 
into a park, taking on City Hall in the process.  
Try the other Questioneers picture books. 
 
A Stone Sat Still by Brendan Wenzel 
(Picture Book) A stone is examined from a 
variety of perspectives, as it sits where it is, an 
unchanging certainty in the world.  
 
What Do You Do with a Tail Like This? by Steve 
Jenkins and Robin Page 
(Nonfiction) A nose for digging?  Ears for 
seeing?  Eyes that squirt blood?  Animals can do 
amazing things with their bodies.  Also try many 
other titles by Steve Jenkins. 
 
Yummy: Eight Favorite Fairy Tales by Lucy Cousins 
(Fairy Tales) This collection includes Little Red 
Riding Hood, The Three Billy Goats Gruff, 
Goldilocks and the Three Bears, The Three Little 
Pigs, and more. 
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BB-8 On the Run by Drew Daywalt 
(Picture Book) BB-8 must deliver a secret map to 
the Resistance!  Find more Star Wars fun in Are 
You Scared, Darth Vader? by Adam Rex. 
 
Benny and Penny series by Geoffrey Hayes 
(Graphic Novel) Brother and sister Benny and 
Penny try to get along, just like you and your 
siblings.  Also try Patrick in a Teddy Bear's Picnic. 
 
Community Helpers series by various authors 
(Nonfiction) Learn about police officers, mail 
carriers, veterinarians, and others who make life 
better for us all. 
 
Complete Adventures of Peter Rabbit, by Beatrix 
Potter 
(Picture Book) A collection of the four stories 
relating all the adventures of Peter Rabbit and 
his mischievous cousin, Benjamin Bunny. 
 
Frog and Friends series by Eve Bunting 
(Easy Reader) Frog and his animal friends tickle 
funny bones, explore the world, solve problems, 
and support each other in these simple stories.  
 
Hair Love by Matthew A. Cherry 
(Picture Book) Zuri and her dad want to get her 
ready to celebrate her mom’s return home.  First 
up: styling her wild, beautiful hair -- but it won’t 
be easy!  Adapted from the Academy Award-
winning animated short. 
 
How to Read a Book by Kwame Alexander 
(Picture Book) A celebration of reading that 
takes readers on a sensory journey between the 
pages of a book. 
 
I Like to Read series by various authors 
(Easy Reader) Choose from many fun titles, 
including Hiding Dinosaurs, about a boy trying 
to hide the dinos that hatched from the eggs in 
the kitchen, and lots more! 
 
If You Plant a Seed by Kadir Nelson 
(Picture Book) While planting seeds in their 
garden, two animals learn the value of kindness. 

Lucky Ducklings by Eva Moore 
(Picture Book) The gripping true story of five 
Long Island ducklings’ rescue after falling into a 
storm drain. 
 
Outside Your Window by Nicola Davies 
(Poetry) A stunningly illustrated treasury of 
poems reflects children’s experiences as they 
encounter nature for the first time. 
 
Rookie National Parks series by various authors 
(Nonfiction) Explore some of America’s wildest 
national treasures, including Yosemite, 
Yellowstone, and the Great Smoky Mountains. 
 
Saving the Countryside by Linda Marshall 
(Illustrated Fiction) Through she's best known 
as the creator of Peter Rabbit, Beatrix Potter did 
so much more.  This is the true story of how she 
helped save the English countryside!  
 
Super Cute! Baby Animals series by Megan 
Borgert-Spaniol 
(Easy Reader) Get face to face with the cutest 
baby animals you’ve ever seen! 
 
The Ugly Duckling by Hans Christian Andersen 
(Fairy Tale) Take a gander at our many different 
and unique editions of Andersen's classic tale of 
belonging and self-discovery. 
 
The Undefeated by Kwame Alexander 
(Poetry) Winner of the Caledcott Medal and 
Newbery Honor, this book pays tribute to the 
black American experience.  Prepare to be 
moved and deeply inspired. 
 
When Jackie Saved Grand Central by Natasha Wing 
(Illustrated Fiction) This is the true story of 
Jackie Kennedy's role in saving NYC's Grand 
Central Terminal from development. 
 
Zoom In On series by various authors 
(Nonfiction) Feed hungry minds with photos and 
facts galore, covering topics such as the sky, 
farm animals, biographies, simple machines, 
and more! 
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Ada Byron Lovelace and the Thinking Machine 
by Laurie Wallmark 
(Illustrated Fiction) Read about the remarkable 
19th century woman who is considered the 
world’s first computer programmer. 
 
After Happily Ever After series by Tony 
Bradman 
(Fiction) Stories about what happens at the end 
of the fairy tale.  Does everyone really live 
happily ever after?  Read and find out! 
 
Blue Sky, White Stars by Sarvinder Naberhaus  
(Picture Book) In this love letter to all that 
America is and can be, celebrate our flag, and 
the people and events that helped secure the 
freedoms we enjoy. 
 
Chicken Squad series by Doreen Cronin 
(Fiction) Meet Dirt, Sugar, Poppy, and Sweetie.  
These cheeky chicks are not your typical farmyard 
fluffs: they solve mysteries and fight crime! 
 
A Different Pond by Bao Phi 
(Picture Book) Bao and his dad fish on the shores 
of a small pond.  Unlike other anglers, they fish 
for food, not fun.  Between casts, Bao's father 
tells him about a different pond in Vietnam. 
 
Facts vs. Opinions vs. Robots by Michael Rex 
(Picture Book) Friendly robots provide young 
readers timely help in learning the difference 
between facts and opinions. 
 
Fairy Tales by Hans Christian Andersen 
(Fairy Tales) Try reading The Emperor’s New 
Clothes and The Steadfast Tin Soldier. 
 
I Voted by Mark Shulman 
(Nonfiction) With the next election upon us, this 
witty, nonpartisan book will help explain the 
concept of voting to young readers. 
 
Little Shaq series by Shaquille O’Neal 
(Fiction) Little Shaq and his cousin Barry, great 
teammates on the basketball court, work well 
together off of it, too.  Read the sequels!  

Narwhal and Jelly series by Ben Clanton 
(Graphic Novel) A happy-go-lucky, waffle-loving 
narwhal and a cynical, no-nonsense jellyfish 
forge an unlikely friendship and share 
adventures while exploring the ocean together.  
 
No More Poems! by Rhett Miller 
(Poetry) These poems bring a fresh twist to the 
classic dilemmas of childhood. Full of clever 
wordplay and toilet humor to spare! 
 
Ron’s Big Mission by Rose Blue 
(Illustrated Fiction) Be inspired by the story of 
how young Ron McNair, later a Challenger 
astronaut, used peaceful resistance to 
desegregate his public library in the 1950s.  
 
Sofia Martinez series by Jacqueline Jules 
(Fiction) In these chapter books, you’ll meet 
spunky Sofia, who means well but always 
seems to find herself mixed up in trouble! 
 
Start to Finish series by various authors 
(Nonfiction) Follow along as we go From Plastic 
to Soccer Ball, and From Cocoa Bean to 
Chocolate, with many others to read! 
 
Velveteen Rabbit by Margery Williams 
(Illustrated Fiction) Dirty and worn out, this 
rabbit wonders if he has missed his chance to 
be real.  Check out the many illustrated editions. 
 
What Riley Wore by Elana Arnold 
(Picture Book) Riley knows just what to wear for 
every occasion during a busy week in this timely 
story celebrating being true to oneself. 
 
Yasmin series by Saadia Faruqi 
(Easy Reader) Meet Yasmin: a clever, creative, 
curious, and fun Pakistani-American girl who 
will steal readers’ hearts. 
 
You Read To Me, I’ll Read To You series by Mary 
Ann Hoberman 
(Picture Book) Each of these short, rhymed 
stories invites two readers to read their own 
parts, then read the center passage together.  
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Brave Ballerina by Michelle Meadows 
(Biography/Illustrated Fiction) A tribute to Janet 
Collins, the first African-American principal 
dancer at the Metropolitan Opera House, who 
overcame racial segregation to achieve her 
dream. 
 
Coral Reefs by Jason Chin 
(Nonfiction) Enter the beautiful and critically 
endangered world of the coral reef. 
 
Face to Face with Animals series by National 
Geographic 
(Nonfiction) Full of fantastic photographs, these 
informative books highlight lions, whales, frogs, 
penguins and leopards. 
 
Fairy Tales by the Brothers Grimm & Charles 
Perrault 
(Fairy Tales) Many original fairy tales are a lot 
scarier than Disney would have you believe.  
Ready to read the real stories? 
 
I Dissent by Debbie Levy 
(Biography) A picture book biography of Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg examines her life and many 
famous stands against inequality, unfair 
treatment, and human rights violations.  
 
Jaden Toussaint, the Greatest series by Marti Dumas 
(Fiction) Jaden is 5 years old and knows it all.  
There’s nothing he can’t do.  The problem is that 
grown-ups keep telling him that, even though 
he’s really smart, he doesn't know EVERYTHING! 
 
Kingdom of Wrenly series by Jordan Quinn 
(Fiction) Meet Prince Lucas, and his friend 
Clara, the daughter of the queen's seamstress. 
Lucas is lonely and longs to make friends and 
go on adventures. Clara knows the kingdom 
well, so she and Lucas team up and explore the 
lands of Wrenly!  
 
Laughing Matters series by Pam Rosenberg 
(Nonfiction) You’ll have your friends in stitches 
with these compilations of jokes about bugs, 
monsters, dinosaurs, and more! 

Like Pickle Juice on a Cookie by Julie Sternberg 
(Fiction) Eleanor’s perfect babysitter has moved 
away and now her summer is as bad as pickle 
juice on a cookie.  Read the sequels! 
 
Magic Tree House Fact Trackers series by Mary 
Pope Osborne 
(Nonfiction) Annie and Jack are tracking the 
facts!  Find out more about the topics you 
discovered in your favorite Magic Tree House 
books.  
 
The Oldest Student by Rita Lorraine Hubbard 
(Illustrated Fiction) You’re never too old to 
learn: this is the story of Mary Walker, whose life 
spanned from the Civil War to the Civil Rights 
movement.  She learned to read at age 116! 
 
One Proud Penny by Randy Siegel 
(Nonfiction) Follow a penny’s adventures across 
the country.  "Some folks think pennies are 
worthless, but I know we are worth a lot!"  
 
Ruby Lu series / Alvin Ho series by Lenore Look 
(Fiction) Befriend spunky Ruby and anxious 
Alvin this summer, and follow along for all of 
their adventures. 
 
Squish series by Jennifer L. Holm 
(Graphic Novel) Meet Squish, a grade school 
amoeba trying to find his place in the world (or 
just get through a school day).  Also try Holm’s 
Babymouse series. 
 
Weir Do series by Anh Do 
(Fiction) Weir Do, the new kid with an unreal 
name, desperately tries to fit in at school. 
 
Weird But True series by National Geographic 
(Nonfiction) Impress your friends with these 
astonishing facts about mythology, the human 
body, and lots more. 
 
Where the Sidewalk Ends by Shel Silverstein 
(Poetry) A collection of silly poems.  Also read 
Silverstein’s other classic works, including 
Every Thing On It, Falling Up, and Runny Babbit. 
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Alien in My Pocket series by Nate Ball 
(Fiction) Zack was afraid when a 4-inch alien 
crash-landed in his bedroom.  But he soon 
realized that the world was more of a danger to 
the alien than the alien was to the world! 
 
Brave Jane Austen by Lisa Pliscou 
(Biography)  A literary picture book about the  
groundbreaking novelist Jane Austen reveals 
how her refusal to settle for the status quo led 
her to create some of the world's most beloved 
novels. 
 
(Fairly) True Tales series by Liesl Shurtliff 
(Fiction) It’s the stories of Rumpelstiltskin, Red 
Riding Hood, Snow White, and Jack of beanstalk 
fame as you’ve never heard them before! 
 
The Last Kids on Earth series by Max Brallier 
(Fiction) After a monster apocalypse hits town, 
average 13-year old Jack Sullivan builds a team 
of friends to help slay the eerily intelligent 
monster known only as Blarg. 
 
Lost in NYC by Nadja Spiegelman & Sergio Sánchez 
(Graphic Novel) New York's subways are known 
for many things, but being easy on a lost kid isn't 
one of them.  When Pablo gets separated from his 
new classmates during his first field trip in NYC, he 
doesn't know how he'll be able to find them again. 
 
The Magic Half by Annie Barrows 
(Fiction) Miri is the non-twin child in a family 
with two sets of them. The family has just 
moved to an old house in a new town, where Miri 
accidentally time-travels to 1935, where she 
meets a girl her age who seems very familiar... 
 
Malala, a Brave Girl from Pakistan/Iqbal, a 
Brave Boy from Pakistan by Jeanette Winter 
(Nonfiction) Two courageous children stood up for 
human rights.  You will be inspired by their stories. 
 
No Fair! No Fair! by Calvin Trillin 
(Poetry) Any kid - or kid at heart - will be able to 
relate to these poems by the New Yorker 
humorist. 

Percy Jackson’s Greek Gods by Rick Riordan 
(Nonfiction) Percy gives you an insider’s look at 
the gods of Olympus.  Also try Percy Jackson’s 
Greek Heroes. 
 
Ranger in Time series by Kate Messner 
(Fiction) Meet Ranger! He's a time-traveling 
golden retriever who has a nose for trouble...but 
always saves the day!  
 
Roll With It by Jamie Sumner 
(Fiction) Ellie, who has cerebral palsy, finds her 
life transformed when she moves with her 
mother to small-town Oklahoma to help care for 
her grandfather, who has Alzheimer's disease. 
 
Saraí series by Saraí González 
(Fiction) Sarai Gonzalez can do anything.  She 
can bake, dance, and run her own cupcake 
business. But when her abuelos are forced to 
move, even she's not sure what to do. 
 
Some Writer! by Melissa Sweet 
(Biography) An entertaining look at E.B. White, 
the author of such classics as Charlotte’s Web. 
 
Survivor Diaries by Terry Lynn Johnson 
(Fiction) Can’t get enough of the I Survived 
series?  Try this new series, written by a real 
survival expert and including real-life tips. 
 
Tales of Mystery and Magic by Hugh Lupton 
(Fairy Tale) Bewitching stories await in this 
collection!  Meet singing elves with magical feet, 
skeletons that move on their own, and a 
blackbird who outwits a powerful king. 
 
Wildlife Rescue series by Suzi Eszterhas 
(Nonfiction)  In Koala Hospital, take a tour of an 
Australian facility dedicated to caring for sick 
and injured koalas.  Also read Sea Otter Rescue 
and Orangutan Orphanage. 
 
The Witches by Roald Dahl 
(Classic Fiction) A boy and his grandmother, 
who is a witch expert, work to foil a witches' plot 
to turn the world's children into mice.  

fo
u

rth
 g

ra
d

e
 

rockville centre 
public library 



Ali Cross by James Patterson 
(Fiction) Ali’s always looked up to his father, FBI 
agent Alex Cross. While solving some of the 
nation's most challenging crimes, his father 
always kept his head and did the right thing. 
Can Ali have the same strength and resolve? 
 
The Best Man by Richard Peck 
(Fiction) When two of Archer’s role models, his 
uncle and Mr. McLeod, get married, Archer's 6th 
grade year becomes one he'll remember forever. 
 
A Dog Called Homeless by Sarah Lean 
(Fiction) A girl overcomes grief by befriending a 
homeless man, a blind/deaf boy, and a very 
special dog.  This is a story you won’t soon forget. 
 
Fairy Tale Reform School series by Jen Calonita 
(Fiction) When thief Gilly gets caught stealing, 
she is sentenced to Fairy Tale Reform School, 
where all of the teachers are former villains, 
including the Big Bad Wolf and the Evil Queen.  
 
George by Alex Gino 
(Fiction) Knowing she is a girl despite her male 
appearance, George is denied a female role in the 
class play before teaming up with a friend to 
reveal her true self.  Read the author’s latest, Rick. 
 
Harbor Me by Jacqueline Woodson 
(Fiction) When 6 students are chosen to attend 
a weekly talk with no adults, they discover that 
together, it's safe to share the hopes and fears 
they have to hide from the rest of the world.  
 
New Kid by Jerry Craft 
(Graphic Novel) One of the few students of color 
at his new private school, Jordan finds himself 
torn between the worlds of his apartment and 
the Academy’s upscale circles.  
 
One Mixed-Up Night by Catherine Newman 
(Fiction)  Unbeknownst to their parents, Frankie 
and Walter plan a sleepover in an IKEA store! 

Poems to Learn by Heart by Caroline Kennedy 
(Poetry) There's a poem to celebrate every moment 
in life: memorize it, share it - it's yours forever. 
 
Ranger’s Apprentice series by John Flanagan 
(Fiction) Will’s always been afraid of the 
shadowy Rangers, but now he’s apprenticed to 
one.  What he doesn't yet realize is that the 
Rangers are the protectors of the kingdom.  
 
Real Friends by Shannon Hale 
(Graphic Novel) This memoir covers the challenges 
of young friendships.  Read the sequel, Best Friends. 
 
Save Me a Seat by Sarah Weeks & Gita Varadarajan 
(Fiction) Ravi, just moved from India, and Joe, with 
learning disabilities, gain strength from each other 
as they navigate school, family, and friendships.  
 
Scientists in the Field series by various authors 
(Nonfiction) Work alongside real scientists 
saving rare parrots, tracking snow leopards, and 
more in this  highly engaging series. 
 
Secret Coders series by Gene Luen Yang 
(Graphic Novel) Attending a school where students 
solve puzzles with programming, two friends 
resolve to crack the founder's greatest mystery. 
 
The War that Saved My Life by Kimberly Bradley   
(Fiction) A girl and her brother are given a new 
life away from their abusive mother after being 
evacuated from London during World War II.  
Read the sequel: The War I Finally Won. 
 
Worst-Case Scenario series by various authors 
(Fiction) Can you survive Mars, Everest, or the 
Amazon?  Choose your path wisely!  
 
The 13-Story Treehouse series by Andy Griffiths 
(Fiction) Who wouldn't want to live in a 
treehouse?  Especially a 13-story one with a 
bowling alley, pool, comics library, secret lab, 
game room, and self-making beds?  Climb on up! 
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TRIED AND TRUE SERIES FOR FIFTH GRADE 
Artemis Fowl/Land of Stories (Colfer)   •   Harry Potter (Rowling)   •   Willow Falls (Mass) 


